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Rookie Rachel Wright helped the Tigers recuperate from a sluggish �rst set. (Chris Parent photo)

Sometimes all it takes is one player to start a comeback and revive a sputtering team.

Raeesa Lalani was that player Jan. 13. After subbing in late in the �rst set, she helped lead the

Tigers to a straight sets win over the Cape Breton Capers.

It was a successful return from the winter break for the Dalhousie women’s volleyball team, now

ranked sixth in the country. After beating Acadia in straight sets the day before, Dal returned to

face the winless Capers in a matinee at the Dalplex. The Tigers stumbled out of the gate, keeping

the �rst set closer than it should have been.

“Inconsistent,” summarized Tigers coach Rick Scott regarding his team’s play for most of the �rst

set.

“Give Cape Breton credit, they served tough and attacked the ball well.”

After committing 10 errors compared to CBU’s four, the Tigers regrouped to close out the set 25-

21.

“We were just trying to get the jitters out a bit,” added team captain Louise Facca. “But I think we

cleaned it up in the second and third set.”

During the �nal two sets, which the Tigers handily won 25-13 and 25-8, they outperformed the

shorthanded Capers, with a 20-8 kill advantage and only nine errors to CBU’s 20.
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“Rae was great today. She jumpstarted that second set with her serving,” says Facca, regarding

Lalani’s burst of seven serves in a row to pull away from CBU in the second set.

Facca contributed with a seven-serve streak of her own in the third set, but was happy to

acknowledge the hard work of her teammate.

“I think she [Lalani] really stepped up today and was a good leader for us.”

“That’s our player,” added coach Scott of the fourth-year outside hitter. “She played really well for

us and was very deserving of the player of the game.”

While Lalani’s performance is deserving of praise, Scott acknowledged the hustle of team leaders

like Facca and Tarah-Lynn Truant.

“Our leaders have done a good job providing that competitiveness, desire and mental focus which

is really important to being successful and for us to reach our goal of being champions.”

The league-leading Tigers are owners of a 9-2 record. They are the winners of their last seven

games.

Dal returns to the court this weekend for a pair of road games. A rematch is scheduled against

Cape Breton on Jan. 18 and the next day they face St. Francis Xavier.

← No longer idle at Dal (https://dalgazette.com/news/no-longer-idle-at-dal/)

New equipment at the Dalplex → (https://dalgazette.com/sports/new-equipment-at-the-dalplex/)
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BENJAMIN BLUM

A lifelong sports fan, Benjamin Blum entered

the world of journalism after su�ering a

concussion playing rugby for the University of

King’s College. From that moment, his twin

passions for writing and sports motivated the

Thornhill, Ont. native to give this journalism

thing a try. Having been an athlete, coach and

fan for many years, Ben brings his diverse

knowledge of sports along with a witty sense of

humour to the sports section. Ben was Sports

Editor of the Gazette for Volume 146.
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Dalhousie has confirmed that Dal students attended the 22-
person party ticketed for violating COVID-19 restrictions on 
Friday. The university is considering multiple punishments for 
the students. Full update  
https://twitter.com/DalhousieU/status/1386102985881706497 
  

 

Replying to @DalGazette

That's all for tonight. The meeting has been adjourned. 
  

 

Replying to @DalGazette

At the end of the meeting, Stinson says faculty reps should 
work with their faculty societies asap to ensure that a 
representative will succeed them. Faculty reps are chosen by 
faculty societies, instead of in DSU elections. 
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